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You have made a wise choice to study in the United 

States. The education you receive here will take you  

far, whether your goals are to further your academic 

studies or to prepare for a professional career. 

Congratulations 
on your decision.
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Congratulations 
on your decision.

You probably have many questions 
about studying abroad, including:

• With countless schools and  
 universities to choose from, how  
 do I select the one that is best  
 for me?

• Who can help me make all of my  
 arrangements?

• How do I complete the application  
 process?

• What are the visa requirements?

• Who can I contact in the United  
 States to assist me in the event of  
 an emergency once I arrive?

It’s understandable if you feel over-
whelmed by the whole process!  

Fortunately, International Student  
Education Services. Inc. (ISES) is 
here to assist you every step of the 
way. . . from helping you in your 
school selection to making the 
transition into your new academic 
environment an easy one.

We are specialists in providing 
highly personal attention to every 
international student we place.  
During the past ten years, ISES has 
assisted 1,000’s of students from 
more than 30 countries find the  
perfect place for their education.

Please read this brochure describing 
our services and the many advan-
tages we offer. And then contact 
your local ISES representative to 
assist you in planning your educa-
tion in the United States. Begin your 
rewarding journey today with ISES.

Universities and preparatory schools in the United States 

are renowned for their excellent curriculums and dedi-

cated faculty. You’ll receive an education that is admired 

throughout the world, develop a network of friends and 

future contacts, and refine your English proficiency.  

Besides your academic studies, there are also many 

stimulating cultural, social and athletic activities to enjoy. 
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Why Study in the United States or Canada?
Expand your world.

The United States continues to attract many hundreds of 

thousands of international students every year. From the 

stimulating academic opportunities to achieving your career 

goals, there are so many great reasons to study here. . .

• Receive an excellent education  
 at the university or school of  
 your choice.

•  Plan a curriculum and extra- 
 curricular activities that meet  
 your needs and goals.

•  Strengthen your English language 
 skills in the classroom as well as  
 through daily interaction with other  
 students and faculty.

•  Experience living in a dynamic  
 culture that’s rich in diversity.

•  Take advantage of the unique  
 opportunity to study and interact  
 with people from all over the United  
 States and other areas of the world.

• Learn about other cultures as you  
 share aspects of your own with  
 fellow students.

• Enjoy exploring major cities, historic  
 sites and recreational opportunities  
 throughout the United States.

• Explore the potential for internships,  
 independent research, community  
 service and career planning.

• Establish an invaluable network  
 of friends.
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“The assistance I got  

in choosing a university  

has worked out perfectly.  

I’m getting a wonderful  

education and meeting  

so many great people.” 
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ISES has extensive experience  

providing highly-individualized  

assistance placing international  

students. There are several  

different levels of education  

to which you may apply:  

Graduate Programs  
Available to students who have earned an  
undergraduate (bachelor’s) degree in their  
own country or in North America and plan  

to continue their education.

Undergraduate Programs  
These bachelor-degree programs offered at  

universities and four-year colleges are for students 
who have obtained a secondary school diploma.

 
Two-Year Programs of Study  

Created for students with a secondary school 
diploma who plan to earn an associate degree, 

begin their studies at an institution with ESL  
support or improve their academic record for 

transfer to a more selective four-year university.

Preparatory (Boarding) Schools  
Recommended for motivated students who seek 
a challenging college preparatory program that 

will improve their potential for admission into 
the university of their choice.

ESL Programs  
Available to those students who need to 

strengthen their English proficiency prior to  
enrolling in one of ISES’s partner universities.

Levels of Education
From preparatory schools to ESL  
to graduate studies, ISES offers 

placement services to meet  
your educational goals.
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ISES has a 95% success rate placing students in the  

United States. We believe our success is primarily due to 

the time and commitment that we devote to each student. 

Your school records will be carefully reviewed for your  

academic strengths and potential. We’ll also learn more 

about you as you share with us your personal goals  

and interests. 

There is a wonderful educational opportunity available  

to every student. ISES is qualified on all levels of  

placement management to assist you in choosing  

your ideal school or university.  

Selection of Distinguished  
Educational Institutions.

ISES offers you a choice of care-
fully selected universities and 
preparatory schools that are fully 
accredited. These represent some 
of the country’s finest educational 
institutions.  You are assured of an 
excellent education whether you 
are pursuing an undergraduate or 
graduate degree, or wish to attend 
a boarding school at the secondary 
level. Please read the section, ISES 
Partner Educational Institutions  
on page 12 for more information. 

ISES can also assist you if you wish 
to transfer from your current univer-
sity or high school to one of these 
outstanding institutions here in the 
United States.

Simple Process for Applying

Applying on your own can be a 
time-consuming and complicated 
experience. ISES makes the entire 
process much easier for you. 

• Apply at any time of the year 

• Complete only one ISES  
 Application for Admission to your  
 top three ISES partner university  
 or preparatory school choices

• List your choices in order of  
 preference on the application 

• Receive a fast response within two  
 to three weeks regarding your  
 admission status. 

Before your application is sent to 
your first choice, the ISES staff in 
the United States will check to make 

sure that all transcripts, recommen-
dations and all other information is 
complete and accurate. This atten-
tion to detail will make an excellent 
impression when your application 
is received by the university or 
school’s admissions office.

Please read Application Procedure 
on page 25 for more information.

ISES Services
ISES maintains a one-to-one relationship with every  
international student we place.
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ISES Services

Reduce Education Expense

As a participating student in the 
ISES program, you may qualify for 
an ISES Advantage Allowance. This 
is a guaranteed reduction in fees for 
each year of study in an ISES part-
ner university or school. Whether 
you qualify or not for this allowance, 
we are committed to helping you 
obtain an excellent education at a 
cost that is manageable for you and 
your family.

 

ESL Programs Offered 

One of the major reasons why many 
international students choose to 
study in the United States is to im-
prove their English language skills. 
ISES is dedicated to providing you 
with the level of ESL instruction and 
support that you require. Please 
read more about ESL Programs on 
page 15.

Reliable ISES support 

You and your family can feel secure 
knowing that ISES will provide you 
with outstanding personal service 
throughout your education in the 
United States.  

Rely on our experienced adminis-
trators and counselors to help make 
your transition to the USA a safe 
and simple one. By working closely 
with your school or university, ISES 
ensures that you are aware of all 
your benefits including housing 
and meals, health care, and student 
activities on campus.

Our staff will keep in contact with 
you and provide your family with 
periodic reports on your academic 
and personal progress if you are  
attending one of our partner  
preparatory schools. ISES can also 
be reached at any time to answer 
questions and provide assistance  
if an emergency ever occurs.
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“Knowing we have 
played a part in as-
sisting international 
students with their 
educational goals is 
an exciting and re-
warding experience. 
Having lived abroad 
personally, I have 
valuable insight 
into the hopes and 
challenges our in-
ternational students 

and their parents face. Our mission since ISES’ 
inception has been to provide personalized 
and individual attention to each of our students 
and this continues to be our guiding principle 
as we move forward.”

The ISES Management Team
Extensive experience: excellent credentials. 

“Although I have 
been working in 
the educational 
field for many 
years, I still ex-
perience a great 
sense of accom-
plishment when 
I speak to inter-
national students 
that ISES has 
placed and  they 
tell me that they 
are happy and successful. It is equally fulfilling  
to help struggling students by identifying an 
environment where they can receive the ESL and 
academic support —as well as the encourage-
ment—they need to move forward. Indeed, it is 
ISES’ goal to provide opportunity for every kind 
of student who dreams of a US education.”   

Diane Y. Andres, Vice President for Enrollment & 
Operations, served as Director of Operations for an 
international firm for more than seven years and has 
been active in the field of international education for 
the past twenty years. Ms. Andres has also hosted nu-
merous international students from countries including 
Spain, France and Botswana. Ms. Andres received a 
bachelor’s degree from Wilson College. She is fluent 
in Spanish and taught English in Madrid, Spain for 
several years. 

Janice McGill Schiffman, Vice President for Marketing  
& Development, had served as both a university  
lecturer and administrator for more than ten years 
prior to becoming involved in international student  
services. She has traveled extensively throughout the 
world counseling international students and their fami-
lies while managing a university placement service.  
She holds degrees from the University of British  
Columbia and Temple University.
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Matching you with the best education is our priority.

The professional staff at ISES has 
many years of experience counsel-
ing international students and their 
families. In successfully placing 
1,000’s of students, we understand 
the importance of recognizing each 
student’s unique character. ISES 
works closely with university and 
school advisors to match your  
individual abilities and goals to  
the right educational institution. 

To ensure the best match, you and 
your local ISES representative will 
first meet to discuss such issues as:

•  What are your objectives for  
 studying in the United States 

• Where you feel you fit in  
 academically

• Whether you consider yourself  
 highly motivated in the classroom  
 or need additional guidance to  
 complete your courses  

• Are cultural, sports or recreation  
 activities important to you

• If you prefer to study near a big  
 city or feel more comfortable in  
 a small town setting 

• Current level of English  
 proficiency

 Let ISES get to know you.  
 We’ll help you discover a place  
 where you can excel.

“I really got the sense 

that the schools  

recommended to me 

were based on my  

own record, interests 

and goals.”
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Fully Evaluated 
and Approved

All ISES partner universities  
and schools have received  
full accreditation by their  

appropriate regional accreditation  
agencies. These are the two 
types of accreditations that  

are awarded:

Regional: Universities and 
schools periodically undergo 

evaluation by a team of  
educators. They use accepted 
standards recognized by their 

peers for assessing curriculum, 
qualifications of faculty,  

adequacy of facilities, etc.

Professional: Certain  
academic disciplines— 

engineering and architecture, 
for example—require evalua-
tion and approval by a team 
of professional educators and 

practitioners for assessing  
curriculum, qualifications of  

faculty, adequacy of facilities, 
etc., in order for their students  

to sit for national licensure  
examinations.

“We’re confident that students referred  

to us by ISES are serious candidates  

for undergraduate and graduate study  

at our university. The staff at ISES are  

familiar with our campus, programs of 

study, and our admission requirements. 

Students are guided, every step of the way, 

by an experienced team of professionals 

who understand the process and can  

assist them in achieving their dream  

to study in the USA.” 

—Carol Zerah 
Director, Graduate and 

International Admissions
C.W. Post Campus/ 

Long Island University

Selecting the right university or preparatory school can 

be an enormous task with so many from which to choose. 

ISES makes the decision much simpler for you. Through  

a lengthy review process, ISES owners have selected  

an exclusive number of private institutions that meet our 

highest standards. 

ISES Partner Educational Institutions
Each university and school is chosen for its  

excellent curriculum and campus environment.

Each partner university or school  
provides:

•  Diverse and challenging  
 academic programs 

•  Highly-qualified faculty  
 dedicated to each student’s  
 intellectual and personal  
 development

•  Small classroom size and ratio  
  between professors and students

•  A vibrant campus life where  
 students participate in a wide  
 range of social, recreational and  
 cultural activities

•  Safe urban or small-town  
 locations based on the preference  
 of the individual student
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Private preparatory schools with their challenging  

curricula  are recommended for younger students  

preparing for admission into a top-rated university. 

Here students receive excellent guidance in strengthening their English  
language, writing and critical thinking skills. These academic achieve-
ments will also help them to fulfill university entrance requirements when 
they are ready to apply. Normally, 98% of students in preparatory schools 
successfully advance into university.

ISES partner preparatory schools are found primarily in the Philadelphia/ 
New York/Boston area of the United States. These schools feature beautiful  
residential campuses, modern dormitories and dining halls, small  
classrooms and university-level facilities. 

Entry into private preparatory schools, sometimes referred to as “boarding 
schools,” is typically for young people ages 14-18 and admission is competitive. 

Preparatory School Programs
Start early to prepare for university studies.

An average day at 
a preparatory school.

The example below shows  
a typical daily schedule  
at a preparatory school  

for a senior student: 

8:00 ............................Assembly

Period 1:  
8:10–8:48 .......... AP Chemistry

Period �:  
8:53–9:31 ..................Free Time

Period �:  
9:36–10:14 ......... AP European
 History

Period �:  
10:19 – 10:57 ....... Pre-Calculus

11:02 – 11:40 ...School Meeting

Period � / Lunch 1 
11:40 – 12:18 ...........AP English

Period � / Lunch � 
12:23 – 1:01 ......................Lunch

Period � 
1:06 – 1:42 .................Spanish 4

Period � 
1:47 – 2:25 .................Free Time

Conference 
2:25 – 3:15 ...Meet with advisor

Classroom sizes are small,  
usually about 5 to15 students 
which allows for a great deal 
of personal attention and 
interaction with the teachers. 
After class, students can  
participate in afternoon  
activities including athletics, 
music and art. Evening hours 
are usually devoted to study 
hall and of course there is  
free time to socialize with 
other students.  
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ESL University Programs
Increase your English language skills at the university level. 

Many international students begin their university studies 

in an ESL (English as a Second Language) Transition  

Program for at least one semester. This program is  

designed for those students who do not have the required 

English language proficiency or TOEFL/IELTS scores  

required for acceptance into an undergraduate program. 

It will help you to master reading, writing, speaking,  

time management and basic study skills required for  

university success.

Your current degree of English proficiency will  
determine if:

1.)  you must first complete an ESL Transition Program before starting  
 your undergraduate studies, or 

�.)  you can participate in the ESL program and your undergraduate  
 studies at the same time. 
 
Besides language training, the ESL program provides the opportunity  
to earn credits towards your degree. You can gradually take more basic  
university courses as your language skills improve.

ESL Transition Programs are typically divided into two 
levels. 

Level One: Focuses on improving basic language and academic abilities 
by attending speaking, reading, grammar and writing classes. When you 
successfully complete these classes and demonstrate an improvement in 
fluency, you then progress into more advanced English. 

Level Two: More challenging English language classes are integrated  
with academic courses. 

As more universities are raising their TOEFL/IELTS requirements, it is  
increasingly important to sharpen your English language skills through  
an ESL Transition Program. You’ll gain the confidence and ability to  
communicate effectively in English as you progress further into your  
academic studies. 

Course choices during Transition normally include mathematics,  
computers and fine arts. ESL students must meet academic requirements 
in order to be offered conditional admission to the university. Once the 
TOEFL/IELTS requirements have been achieved, students matriculate into 
the degree program of choice.

“Since coming to the  

United States, my  

English has improved 

so much as a result of 

the ESL program that  

I am enrolled in.”
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Studying and living       on a university campus
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Studying and living       on a university campus
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Why are elective courses 
so important to your 
education?

During your undergraduate 
program, there are a number 
of courses you’ll study that 
complement your major field 
of interest but may not relate 
directly to it. These are referred 
to as “elective” courses and 
you may select which ones 
you wish to take from a broad 
variety of possibilities.

Elective courses broaden your 
overall education and improve 
your critical thinking. You’ll 
learn how to analyze and inte-
grate information  
and express yourself on a wide 
range of subjects. These are all 
valuable assets you will use 
throughout your life. 

Enjoy participating in a  
small classroom setting!

One of the first things you will 
notice at an ISES partner private 
university is how few students  
there are in your classes. Class-
room sizes are purposely kept  
small so you receive the highest 
level of individual instruction and 
guidance from your professors.  
The average ratio between  
students and professors is 15:1. 

Take advantage of this relaxed, 
informal learning environment to 
interact freely with your professors 
and share your opinions. Students 
often develop friendly relationships 
with their professors that continue 
long after graduation. 

One of the other distinct advantages 
of a private university is that all  
of your courses are taught by quali-
fied professors. Graduate students 
normally teach introductory and 
lower-level classes in public  
universities. 
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A typical campus in the United States 

is filled with activity inside and outside class.

The campus is at the heart of every private university  

and preparatory school. This is where students learn, live, 

interact, play, socialize and mature into successful young 

adults ready to enter the next chapter in their lives. 

Here are some facilities you can expect to find on a typical campus:

Small lecture 
hall classrooms 
give you a close 
and rewarding 
connection with 
your professors.

Use the library 
as a valuable 
resource for 
research or as  
a place to study. 

Live in a  
safe, modern  
residence hall 
and forge a 
friendship with 
an English-
speaking  
roommate.

The dining hall  
offers different  
nutritious meals  
to satisfy every  
appetite.

Attend music, 
plays and other 
cultural events  
at the theater.

Participate in  
class projects or  
independent  
studies in  
state-of-the-art 
science  
laboratories.

Socialize with 
other students 
and enjoy recre-
ational activities 
in the communal 
meeting center.

Keep in shape  
in a fitness 
center featuring 
a pool, weights, 
treadmill, and 
other equipment.

Athletic fields 
provide numer-
ous sports  
activities for  
you to participate 
in, including  
basketball,  
soccer, tennis, 
and basball.
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“I know the education 

that I am getting in  

the US will take me far 

in achieving my goals 

when I return to  

my own country.”

Two-Year Colleges

There are many two-year institu-
tions that offer associate degree 
programs in diverse fields such  
as the liberal arts and sciences,  
business, engineering technology, 
and the visual and performing  
arts. These are often referred to  
as community or  junior colleges.  
After graduating, you can then 
transfer at the third-year level into 
a university offering a four-year 
bachelor’s degree.

A diploma from a secondary  
school and supporting materials  
including transcripts, test scores, 
recommendations and writing 
samples are required for entry into 
two-year colleges. Admission is 
usually less competitive than at the 
four-year university level. 

Universities/Four-Year Colleges

Thousands of universities are  
located throughout the United States 
offering undergraduate (bachelor’s) 
degrees in a wide range of subjects.  
A partial list of these subjects 
include sciences; visual and per-
forming arts; liberal arts (history, 
philosophy, literature, journalism, 
etc.); social sciences (psychology, 
sociology, etc.); education; business; 
architecture and design; and engi-
neering. You are normally required 
to complete a core curriculum prior 
to pursuing your chosen academic 
discipline.

A diploma from a secondary school 
and supporting materials including 
transcripts, test scores, recommen-
dations and writing samples are 
required for entry into a bachelor’s 
degree program.

After completing your bachelor’s 
degree, you may choose to advance 
your studies on the graduate level. 
Master, doctoral and professional 
degrees are offered in a similarly 
wide range of subject areas at many 
universities and some colleges. 

Entry to advanced degree programs 
require that you have a four-year 
bachelor’s degree from an accred-
ited university in North America or 
elsewhere in the world. You must 
also provide supporting materials 
including transcripts indicating 
an appropriate level of academic 
achievement, test scores, recom-
mendations and writing samples. 

Understanding the difference between associate and bachelor degree programs.
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YEAR 1 Fall Semester
Course Credits

Gen Ed: Composition 3

Gen Ed: Mathematical Inquiry 3

Gen Ed: Foreign Languages 3

Intro to International Politics  4

Gen Ed: The Arts 3

Total 1�

Spring Semester 

Course Credits

Gen Ed: Composition 3

Gen Ed: United States Studies 3-4

Gen Ed: Humanities 3

Gen Ed: Natural Sciences 3-4

Gen Ed: Foreign Languages 3

Total 1�-1�

YEAR � Fall Semester
Course Credits

Intro Comp Politics 4

Major Course – Cult Anthropology  
or Environment & Culture 3

Upper-Division Major Course  
Scope & Methods 3

Gen Ed: Western Civilization 3-4

Gen Ed: Diversity 3

Total 1�-1�

Spring Semester
Course Credits

Gen Ed: Natural Sciences 3-4

Upper-Division Major Course 3

Upper-Division Elective 3

Upper Division Major Course 3

Major Course – Microeconomics  
or Macroeconomics 3

Total 1�-1�

YEAR �  Fall Semester
Course Credits

Contemporary American  
Foreign Policy 3

Upper-Division Major Course 3

Upper-Division Major Course 3

Upper-Division Elective 3

Upper-Division Elective 3

Total 1�

Spring Semester 
Course Credits

Upper-Division Major Course 4

Upper-Division Major Course 3

Upper-Division Major Course 3

Upper-Division Elective 3

Elective 3

Total 1�

YEAR �   Fall Semester
Course Credits
Upper-Division Elective 3
Elective 3
Elective 3
Elective 3
Elective 3
Total 1�

Spring Semester 
Course Credits
Seminar International Relations 3
Elective 3
Elective 3
Elective 3
Total 1�

TOTAL CREDITS: 1�0-1��

Your journey 

from first year in a university through graduation.

Below is an example of a typical four year undergraduate 

program, in this case a Bachelor of Arts Degree in  

International Relations. To successfully graduate, you 

must complete all eight semesters combining core  

subjects with electives for a total minimum of 120 credits. 
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Arranging Your Stay 
in the United States

Traveling to the United States to 
study is a major step in your  
education and filled with details. 
Both you and your family can  
depend on ISES to assist you with  
all the necessary arrangements  
and paperwork. From your first 
interview to helping you settle into 
your first day as a student—and 
through graduation—we will be 
there to assist you. 

Here is a brief summary of services 
to help make your planning easy 
and reduce any stress:

Initial Interview

Your ISES representative will be 
your first contact with ISES in your 
home country. He or she will  
interview you and begin the  
process in helping you to choose 
the right preparatory school or 
university based on your academic 
background and career plans.  
This representative will also assist 
you to prepare and submit your  
application.

Pre-Departure Assistance

After you have applied and been 
accepted, you will receive from  
ISES a comprehensive guide  
detailing all the information you 
need to know to prepare for your 
education in the United States.  
We’ll also help you gather the nec-
essary travel documents and visa.

Arrival

In making your travel arrange-
ments, you should plan to arrive on 
the weekend before your courses 
begin. This will provide you with 

plenty of time to get settled in and 
familiarize yourself with your new 
surroundings. 

Please keep your ISES representa-
tive informed of your travel plans. 
This allows us to arrange your trans-
portation to your university or school 
once you arrive in the United States.

 Orientation Welcome

You will receive a complete orienta-
tion upon your arrival to welcome 
you to your school or university and 
also to help you become acquainted 
with the campus. Besides learning 
about the different academic,  
residential, cultural and sports 
facilities, you’ll also become familiar 
with the local surrounding area and 
available transportation.

Student Services

Where should I go if I need medical 
treatment? How do I set up a bank 
account? What kinds of student 
activities can I join? No doubt you’ll 
have many questions as a new 
student. Your international student 
advisor will inform you of the  
different student services available 
to assist you on a wide range of  
non-academic issues.

ISES Professional Support

We realize that you’re a long way 
from home and understand you and 
your family’s concerns. That’s why 
safety and security is very important 
to ISES. You can reach us 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week by phone if 
an emergency arises or you require 
any other assistance. We’re here to 
respond quickly to your needs. 

ISES will assist you every step to becoming an international student.    

“ISES provides New England College 

with well prepared international students 

that enhance the quality of our programs 

and bring much needed diversity to 

our campus. ISES professionalism and 

expertise is unmatched in the field of 

international student placement.” 

—Richard S. Keating, 
Ph.D.

Dean, School of 
Graduate and  

Professional Studies
New England College
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Arranging Your Stay 
in the United States
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“I found the whole  

process in applying  

to a university in  

the US much easier  

than if I tried to do it  

on my own.” 
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Qualification Requirements
Here’s how to determine if you qualify.

Applying to study in the United 
States can involve many hours 
of your time. ISES guarantees to 
make the process simpler, easier 
and faster. We’ll also check your 
finished application very carefully 
so you never need to worry about 
submitting incorrect or incomplete 
information.  

How much faster can ISES help 
you in the application process? You 
will receive acknowledgement of 
your inquiry or application within 
48 hours. After that, information on 
your admission status will be sent  
to you within two to three weeks.

Here is how simple it is to  
complete your ISES Application  
for Admission:

1. Submit the application,  
 indicating your three choices  
 in order of preference—only  
 one application is required.

2. Include appropriate original  
 transcripts (with translated and  
 certified copies if originals are  
 not in English)

3. Include certified financial  
 documents

4. Include recommendations

5. Include test score as required

6. Include application deposit

Application Deadlines 

ISES partner schools and universities 
have extended deadlines for our 
applicants. Spaces for students  
do fill quickly so it is highly rec-
ommended that you submit your 
application early. This will greatly 
improve the possibility of being  
accepted at the educational  
institution of your choice.

Payment Schedule

Payment for most ISES programs is  
expected by 1 June for fall semester  
admissions, and by 1 November for 
spring semester admissions.  

Find out if you may apply to  
an ISES partner university or  
preparatory school by reviewing 
these five qualifications:

 As an applicant, YOU MUST:

1.  Be at least 17 years of age or  
 older for the university programs  
 and at least 14 years of age for  
 the preparatory school program.

2. Provide the required academic  
 record and test scores for each  
 program of study.

3. Have an appropriate level  
 of English proficiency unless  
 applying to a school or university
 that has an ESL or transition  
 program.

4. Be able to provide certifiable  
 evidence—for visa purposes— 
 that your family has sufficient  
 funds to support a United States  
 university or preparatory school  
 education.

5. Be a non-US citizen with your  
 primary residence outside the  
 United States.

Application Procedure
We’ve made the process easy for you!
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There are many terms 

frequently associated with 

education in the United 

States that may be  

unfamiliar to you. ISES 

hopes that the following 

definitions may be helpful 

to you. Your local repre- 

sentative will be happy  

to review them with you.

DEGREES – LEVELS OF STUDY

Associate of Arts – A.A. 
A two-year degree in the liberal arts

Associate of Sciences – A.S. 
A two-year degree in the sciences, 
engineering technology, or business

Bachelor of Arts – B.A. 
A four-year degree from a university 
(or college) in the liberal arts

Bachelor of Science – B.S. 
A four-year degree from a university 
(or college) in the sciences, business, 
or engineering

Bachelor of Architecture – B.Arch 
a professional degree from a  
university in architecture

Bachelor of Fine Arts – B.F.A. 
a four-year degree in the visual arts 
(drawing, painting, sculpture, etc.)

Master of Business  
Administration – M.B.A.  
an advanced degree in business

Master of Arts – M.A. 
an advanced degree in the  
liberal arts

Master of Science – M.S. 
an advanced degree in the  
sciences or engineering

Master of Education – M.Ed 
an advanced degree in education

Master of Fine Arts – M.F.A. 
an advanced degree in the visual 
arts

Doctor of Philosophy – Ph.D 
the most advanced degree  
available in the liberal arts,  
sciences, and engineering

Doctor of Education – Ed.D 
the most advanced degree  
available in education

Doctor of Medicine- M.D. 
the necessary degree to practice 
medicine

Doctor of Law – LL.D. 
the necessary degree to practice law

CURRICULUM

Major: the chief area of study for 
students to select—generally a  
minimum of ten to twelve courses  
in the student’s chosen discipline

Minor: a secondary area of study  
for students to select—a “minor” 
is not required at all United States 
universities—generally a minimum 
of six to eight courses in the  
student’s discipline

General Education: courses  
in the liberal arts and sciences,  
sometimes called “the core,”  
that form the base of foundation  
of a university education

Electives: course that students  
freely may choose over their  
four-year degree program to  
complement their major, minor  
and general education courses.

AREAS OF STUDY

Liberal Arts: literature, history,  
philosophy; Social Sciences:  
psychology, sociology, political  
science; Sciences: biology, chem-
istry, physics, geology, astronomy; 
Visual Arts: drawing, painting, 
sculpture, and graphic design

Performing Arts: theater, music,  
and dance

Education Definitions
Basic vocabulary terms you’ll find useful.
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“Working with ISES is a pleasure.  

This firm has delivered the highest

quality students. Additionally, we have 

open communications and a great

working relationship. They are a  

superior consulting firm to work with.” 

—Carol Dougherty  
Assistant Headmaster 

Perkiomen School

Education Definitions
Business: management, marketing, 
accounting, finance, and interna-
tional business 

Engineering: electrical, computer, 
mechanical, civil, environmental, 
and electronic

Design: architecture, interior design, 
landscape architecture, and fashion 
design

Computer Science and Technology

Pre-Professional Programs: prepa-
ration for advanced study in law, 
medicine, pharmacy, physical 
therapy, veterinary studies

LENGTH OF STUDY

Universities in the United States 
typically sponsor two sessions, 
called semesters, in each academic 
year. Semesters are fifteen weeks 
long. Students earn undergraduate 
(bachelor’s) degrees in four years. 
Please see page 20 for an example.

HOURS/CREDITS/GRADES

Each university course typically 
meets for three or four hours per 
week. On the average, students 
enroll in four or five courses in each 
fifteen-week semester. Each course 
usually carries three or four credits 
towards an undergraduate degree 
requirement of 120 credits. Evalu-
ation of a student’s performance is 
reflected in grades provided at the 
end of each semester. Grades are 
given on the following scale: Excel-
lent (4.0), Good (3.0), Poor (2.0), and 
Failing (0.0).

ESL PROGRAMS

Many universities offer ESL instruc-
tion to help develop a student’s 
speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing skills prior to beginning a 
degree program. For more informa-
tion on ESL Transition Programs on 
the university level, please read 
page 15.

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES

Most universities in the United States 
are considered “private” because 
they rely on income from students 
and their families, and gifts from 
donors. A few well-known examples 
include Harvard, Yale and Brown. 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

These universities receive a large 
share of their income from state 
governments. Ohio State and the 
University of California at Berkeley 
are two examples of public universities. 
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Let ISES assist you at every stage of planning for your 

education in the United States by providing the highest 

level of individual attention and support.

Contact your local ISES representative and prepare for an extraordinary  
experience in education. Your academic achievements today will ensure  
a successful future tomorrow.

Summary
Open the door to an exceptional education and future with ISES.

•  In-depth interviews to help you  
 choose the best university or  
 preparatory school

•  Institution recommendations  
 based on your skills, academic  
 goals and affordability 

• Simplified application process  
 eliminates the stress and long  
 waiting period for acceptance

•  Complete assistance from  
 pre-arrival planning and  
 preparing documents to settling  
 into your new university or   
 school

•  24-hour a day support throughout  
 your tenure as a student
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1610 Medical Drive

Suite 305

Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19464

United States

Phone: 610-718-5594

Fax: 610-718-5595
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